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frequently large iliac swellings due to typhlitis disappear,
he suggested that some cases at least might be saved by
early incision. Such cases are recorded, and success has
followed the treatment.
The following living specimens were shown :-Mr. JohnHopkins: Two cases of Myxoedema. Mr. Willett : A case of 

I.Congenital Enchondromata. 
___

LEEDS AND WEST-RIDING MEDICO-
CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

AT the ordinary meeting held on April 10th, Dr. S. C.
Smith, Vice-president, in the chair,

Dr. JACOB showed Microscopical and other Preparations
from the Intestine and Liver of a case of Tuberculosis occur-
ring in a child aged two years, which had caused death with
symptoms of acute intestinal obstruction. The glands were
enlarged into great masses completely surrounding and ob-
structing both the caecum and one part of the ileum for
about two inches. The liver showed microscopically great
fatty infiltration and increase of connective tissue. The
viscera from this case, freshly removed, were shown to the
Society by Mr. Hartley at a previous meeting.

Dr. JACOB also read a paper on " Second Attacks of Scarlet
Fever."
Mr. J. J. PiOELES related the case of one mother in three

successive pregnancies giving birth to children the subject
of Harelip, there being no hereditary tendency or other
apparent cause of the deformity.

Professor JESSOP showed a young man with perfect move-
ment of the elbow, on whom he had operated for Ununited
Fracture of the Olecranon, by wiring together the fragments.
The operation had been done some months previously, up to
which time the patient had a useless and weak limb.

Professor JESSOP also showed a man on whom he had
operated for Faecal Fistula, the opening being high up in the
jejunum, as shown by the motions being liquid and full ofbile. The patient had been stabbed in the abdomen several
years before, and had ever since had the fistula, for which
he had been several times unsuccessfully operated on. The
operation consisted in opening the abdomen, detaching the
bowel from the abdominal wall, refreshing the edges of the
opening in the gut, which was the size of a shilling and
opposite the mesenteric attachment; carefully suturing the
edges of the intestine by eleven carbolised silk sutures passed
from within and one from without, through all the coats of
the bowel; returning the closed viscus and stitching up the
abdominal opening as in ovariotomy. Flatus passed after a
few hours, and after the second day the temperature con-
tinued normal, the man recovering without a bad symptom.
- mar. WHEELHOUSE said that he looked on the case with
great satisfaction, since on this very man he had several
years ago done every operation he could think of without
any benefit. He had not, however, seen the case until some
time after the accident, when the fistula was fully established.

Dr. OLIVER read a paper, with demonstrations, entitled
" A Contribution to the Clinical Study of the Liver, viewed
through the Urine," which, together with a second paper
read on May 1st, is in course of publication in our columns.

At the ordinary meeting held on May 1st, Dr. Bell, Pre-
sident, in the chair,
Mr. E. ATKINSON showed a patient, aged twenty-one, who

had suffered Compound Dislocation of the Astragalus
forwards and outwards in November, 1884. As there was
a wound of four inches, the diagnosis was easily made and
the astragalus was felt to be firmly fixed to the os calcis.
Reduction was effected under ether without division of the
tendo Achillis. When the patient was shown to the Society
the ankle was somewhat swollen and stiff, but the wound
was healed and the man could walk with only a slight limp.
Mr. NEVITT read a paper on Coca and its Alkaloid. After

giving an account of the botanical relations of the plant and
its use by the native Indians as a stimulant and narcotic, he
referred to its use as a local anaesthetic and gave a list of
the surgical operations in which it had been used, including
cases of haemorrhoids, fistula, opening mammary abscess,
applying arsenical paste to epithelioma, circumcision,
irritable conditions of the bladder, lithotrity, vaginismus,
toothache, pruritus ani, lichen, eczema, and in numerous
operations on the throat and nose. He had used it
himself in fofr cases. 1. The removal of a vascular

growth from the female urethra; a 20 per cent. solution being.
applied on cotton-wool. 2. A case of vaginismus in a newly
married woman; the same solution was applied on a pledget
of wool, and in five minutes the patient could bear the intro-
duction of a Ferguson’s speculum and the application of
carbolic acid to two fissures. A vaginal dilator was used
frequently, and the patient was enabled in a very short tim&
to return to her husband. 3. He had used it in applying
carbolic acid to a fissure of the rectum. 4. In applying
nitric acid to a chancroid sore.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Lectures on Diseases of the Nervous System. By WEIR

MITCHELL,M.D. Second Edition. Philadelphia: LeaBrothers
and Co. 1885.-We reviewed these Lectures on Diseases
of the Nervous System when they first appeared, about four-
years ago. The second edition has been somewhat enlarged
and revised. The difficulties of diagnosis in hysterical:
disease of joints receive special consideration in the new
edition. The chapter on this affection opens with a descrip-
tion of a typical case of hysterical disease of the knee-joint,in
which there could be no difficulty in assigning the true origin
of the complaint, for the present and past associations of
the affection were only too manifest. Difficulty in diagnosis
arises, as Dr. Weir Mitchell truly states, when there has been a
real injury or true joint disease, and with it hysteria, or this
later condition primarily, and inflammatory joint lesions
supervening. Then problems of "exasperating perplexity"
beset the physician. A case is narrated in which the affected
knee was the seat of notable alterations of temperature,.
as ascertained by a surface thermometer. The sound knee was
also investigated, and showed no abnormality. The tempera-
ture of the affected joint began to rise about 9 P.M., and was.
attended with redness, swelling, and tension. The same set
of symptoms could be brought about at any time by
handling the knee. Ultimately, under the advice of Pro-
fessor Billroth, the joint was laid open and explored,
with a view to obtain ankylosis. But inflammatory exuda-
tion in the connective tissues was not discovered, and the
ends of the bones and cartilage were found to be normal.
" For those who believe that hysteria never gives rise to
organic change, this case will certainly be full of instruc-
tion." This lecture is by no means an exhaustive one; but,
like most of the lectures, the interest lies in the keen insight
into the nature of the subject and in the suggestiveness-
which the author manages to throw into his somewhat

sketchy accounts. Other new chapters have been intro-
duced on the relations of hysteria to organic disease of the
spine and on the hysterical disorders of the rectum. The
lectures must command the thoughtful attention and
careful study of all who desire to read what is best in,
medical science.

The Microtonist’s Trade Mecum. By ARTHUR BOLLES
LEE. London: J. and A. Churchill. 1885.-This work, as.
the preface states, is to put into the hands of the instructed
anatomist a concise but complete account of all the methods
of preparation that have been recommended as useful for
the purposes of microscopic anatomy, and so to furnish him
with a ready source of information on points of detail as to’
which his memory or his knowledge may be at fault. It is
a work that has been much needed. George E. Davis’s
treatise on Practical Microscopy, one of the latest books on
this subject, deals chiefly with the instrumental part of
microscopical work, and, though otherwise good, is deficient
in that which relates to hardening and staining tissues for
section. Moreover, within the last few years an extra-

ordinary number and variety of processes have been

published, some of which are available for almost any
tissue, while others are adapted for special organs and;
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objects. The work before us is divided into 660 sections,
and almost every section is devoted to a description of some
staining agent or process, some material for injection, or
some mode of mounting. It is in fact a complete repertory
,of modern methods. It is well remarked by the author that,
- notwithstanding the great variety of processes recommended,
which are, indeed, almost as numerous as the tissues to be
examined, a certain system underlies that variety; the
system consisting in the first place of fixing the structures
to be examined, then staining them with a nuclear stain,
dehydrating with alcohol, and, mounting series of the
sections in balsam. In accordance with this principle,
- the majority of preparations are made by fixing, either
with sublimate or a picric acid combination, washing out
with alcohol, staining with alcoholic borax-carmine, em-
bedding in chloroform-paraffin, cutting with a sliding
microtome, and mounting the sections in series in Canada
’balsam. No microscopist should be without this handbook
,of the methods of microscopic anatomy, which will supply
,him with useful information on every subject he may
,require to know when at his table, and will give him
suggestions that he may readily turn to account.
Man2cal of the Antiseptic Treatment of Wounds, for

,Students and Practitioners. By W. WATSON CHEYNE, M.B.,
F.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon to King’s College Hospital, &c.
With Illustrations. London: Smith, Elder, and Co. 1885.-
This book supplies a known want. It is notorious that many
who speak and write of the antiseptic treatment of wounds
are but imperfectly acquainted with the scientific basis

upon which it rests, or the many details in its management
upon which its full success depends. Mr. Watson Cheyne’s
larger work is too bulky for the majority of readers and
practitioners. He has done well, therefore, to place the
essential considerations and facts within the compass of 150
octavo pages. Having gone carefully through the book, we
can confidently recommend it to all who seek to become

acquainted with Sir Joseph Lister’s method.
Die Methoden der Ba7,;terien-Forschung. Von Dr. FER-

DiNAND HUEPPE. Wiesbaden: C. W. Kreidel. 1885.-
Modern pathological research has opened up an entirely new
field of study, for to be an all-round pathologist nowadays
-one must be a mycologist also. It is, then, highly necessary
that some guidance should be given to those who desire to
pursue a study that requires minute observation and most
,careful manipulation. For this purpose Dr. Hueppe has
written a book which covers the whole ground. It is a

laboratory handbook, and deals in the first place with the
microscopical detection of forms of bacteria with and without
the aid of special staining reagents, within diseased tissues
and isolated from them. Thence he passes to the next step
in all such research-viz., the separation of the bacteria and
- their cultivation in various media, so important for the
detection of specific differences. Then come the inocula-
lation test and its various methods of application. After
sections devoted to such subjects as the action of tempera-
’ture and disinfectants, and the investigation of soil, water,
and air, Dr. Hueppe concludes by advocating the formation
of bacteriological laboratories in connexion with hygienic
’institutions. The author has every right to be heard on the
subject, and we may be sure that what he says is founded
.on an extended personal experience.

- D’Z-M&M and Daivn the Peaceful Birth of a New Age.
London: Regan Paul, Trench, and Co. 1884.-This is a

smartly written little book, containing some fine irony, and
wholesome, though sad and sober, truth, dressed in a some-
what Ruskinian garb. Worshippers of the great god Com-
merce will wince if they read it, and the glorifiers of Trade,
as the prime civiliser of the world, will not relish the ’,
remorseless fashion in which their idol is demolished. But Ia revolution, bloodless yet complete, is represented as

changing all this. The transformation is inaugurated by a
self-denying nobleman, who relinquishes, for the benefit of
the State, his possessions, and, his example becoming con-
tagious, the nation of shopkeepers is gradually converted into
a real Christian commonwealth, each for all and all for each.
Zymotic diseases die out, relentless competition having
ceased, the motive for food adulteration no longer exists,
whilst all that is noblest and best in human character has
full sway. So ends the tale. Gloom, lurid and intense at
the beginning, merges into the brightness of a golden age.
"So mote it be!"

THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF MEDICAL
EDUCATION & REGISTRATION.

TUESDAY, MAY 12TH.
SIR H. ACLAND, President, in the Chair.

THE PRESIDENT, in opening the proceedings of the

Council, said :-The session brings the Council together
once more with the same constitution and the same func-
tions to discharge that were assigned to it by Parliament in
1858. It has often been remarked, that so long as this is
the case we cannot intend nor even wish to abandon the

post of duty so assigned and undertaken. On this head,
therefore, no more now need be said. At a later period I
shall have to make a single observation on an important
question arising from the situation in which we are placed.
It was lately my happiness to see the Marquis of Ripon,
since he returned from his distinguished administration in
India. I reminded his lordship that in the fifteen years
that had elapsed since he had endeavoured in vain to
consolidate the medical examination arrangements of this
country, no action taken in that direction by Parliament had
been successful, notwithstanding the sincere labours of suc-
cessive Governments-labours appreciated and often ac-

knowledged by you. But I was able to add with satis-
faction that, nevertheless, education had continuously
advanced; that many anomalies had comparatively ceased;
and that I sincerely believed that there was, upon the
whole, an honest rivalry among teachers and between
institutions to carry out, by voluntary exertion, the prin-
ciples by which he had sought to secure the public good.
It had been my wish this year to have taken a brief survey
of the education and examination changes which, as I
understand them, have taken place in these last fifteen
years. But since they are still in transition, I shall confine
myself to-day to a short account of the present position of
the Council’s work, reserving a more complete statement
for another occasion. My reasons for adopting this course
are these. At the last meeting of the Council instructions
were given in three directions, each of which had separately
much significance, and are, when taken together, calculated
to produce a great effect on the course of medical education.
The three were : 1. The revision by the Branch Councils of
England, Scotland, and Ireland, severally and separately,
of the recommendations hitherto issued by the General
Council. 2. No person should be granted a degree, diploma,
or licence to practise, registrable under the Medical Act,
unless he has proved his competency in medicine, surgery,
and midwifery, by passing examinations in those subjects at
one or more of the licensing bodies. 3. The inspection of
the final medical examinations in all the universities of
the United Kingdom. Before we proceed to-day to con-
sider in detail the result of the Council’s instructions, it
may be well generally to note the effect of these instruc-
tions taken collectively and in their complementary rela-
tion to a Report which as yet has hardly been fully
considered-viz., that on the examinations by the corpora-
tions in England, Scotland, and Ireland, by Mr. Teale,
Professor Gairdner, and Mr. Stokes. The reports on the
recommendations having been circulated among the members
of the Council, they will have already observed that the
several suggestions of each Branch Council have been printed
in parallel columns along with the original recommendations
of the Council. The General Council can now compare at a
glance these Branch Council suggestions with those of the


